
Stuart Middle School Band - Frequently Asked Questions 
● Do I need to know what instrument I am going to play? (Beginning band students) 

o No, but if you have an idea of what instrument you might be interested in, that is great. During the first week we will 
go over all of the possible instruments that students can choose, discuss what instruments we need and how many of 
each instrument we need to make a good sounding band.  We will see them, hear them and even try a few things 
before students pick their instruments.  

● Do I need to bring my instrument/book on the first day?  (Returning 7th and 8th grade students) 
o No, we will have a few other activities planned and we need to take care of some basic business (assigning lockers 

and such). 
● Can I rent a school-owned instrument?  

o Yes, we have a limited number of instruments available and provide them on a first come, first served basis and give 
priority to students who rented a school instrument last year.  These are primarily provided to students and families 
of financial need and those interested in playing larger instruments.  All other students will be expected to rent or 
buy from a reputable music store.  Music & Arts will be available for instrument rentals at Stuart on August 30th 
from 3-6pm. 

● Can I play _____________ instrument?  
o Yes, with some limitations.  Part of my job is to help students find an instrument they are interested in playing, 

another part of my job is to ensure that we have a band that sounds good.  In order to do this, I have to limit the 
number of students that play certain popular instruments and encourage them to find other possible choices to learn. 
In my 9 years of teaching I have been very successful at getting students started on instruments they are interested 
and excited about. 

● What costs are associated with band?  
o All students will need an instrument ($15-$45/month depending on the instrument), Essential Elements book ($10 

ordered through the school), and Raptor Band Polo Shirt for performances (About $25 ordered through the school – 
please provide solid black pants or skirt & solid black shoes for performances). 

● When are the performances?  
o We perform 4 concerts per year, at the end of each quarter 
o All concerts start at 6:30pm  
o 7th and 8th grade students also participate in band festivals. 

● Are performances required?  
o Yes.  Concerts provide music students with a unique experience to demonstrate and share their musical learning 

with family and friends.  This assessment simply cannot be recreated any other way, so students are required to 
attend and concerts are recorded as assessment grades.  

● How can I help my child?  
o Support and encourage them; provide a quiet practice space that is free from distractions (this will also be a great 

space to do other homework), have music specific tools such as a metronome, music stand, and tuner available in the 
practice space.  Listen to them on a regular basis – even if you don’t know anything about music, you will show 
them you care and be able to help them more than you realize.  They love sharing their music with you.  SmartMusic 
is a great tool we use that works on computers and Chromebooks that helps students learning instruments by 
recording them and showing them (and you) what they did correctly and what they need to work on. 

● What other opportunities are there for my student?  
o We have a solo and small ensemble festival that all students can participate in; there is a SD27J honor band for 7th 

and 8th graders in the spring; and we have a festival trip in the plan for the spring that I hope to take both 7th and 8th 
grade bands on. 

● A little about my philosophy of education. 
o Middle school students are at a unique stage of life where they are more capable than ever before and learning even 

more skills quickly.  They are, however, developing more in their social learning than any academic area.  Music is 
my passion and I hope to share that with as many students as possible, yet I realize that most of my students will not 
be professional musicians.  Despite this my students will be lifelong consumers of music and citizens of the world 
with me.  Through music I hope to teach them the value of hard work, how to listen to others, how to work with 
others, to appreciate things beyond their current view, to be thoughtful in their decisions, to always have fun, and to 
be great people.  Along the way we will make some great music together. 

 
If you have questions, please let me know.  I look forward to working with your students. 
 
Matt Royal 
Band Director 
720-685-5572 
mroyal@sd27j.net 


